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acknowledge no law except their own customs, and no leadership
except that of their chief families, some of which, like the Baban
family, were virtually independent princes in Ottoman days.

Tribal feeling is still, as it has always been, stronger than
Kurdish national feeling;. and the Kurds have never formed a
nation, still less a nation-state. In the last generation or so,
however, new factors of unity have been arising. One is the
growth of a Kurdish town-population. In the past the Kurds
tended to leave commercial crafts to Jews and Christians, but
now a Kurdish burgeoisie has appeared, in whom tribal loyalties
are weaker and national ideals stronger. Another factor is the
emergence of a Kurdish intelligentsia. Its education has been
mainly non-Kurdish: Turkish in the days of the Ottoman
Empire, Arabic and Western in the present generation; in conse-
quence many of the educated Kurds have been assimilated to the
Turks or Arabs. The majority, however, have remained Kurds,
and have begun to develop a modern Kurdish press and literature,
with its centres in Baghdad and Sulaimania. They are in contact
with the centres of Kurdish life in Syria, Persia, Turkey and the
Armenian Soviet Republic, and are forming and spreading the
ideas of Kurdish independence and unity.

The Kurds under the Mandate

Before the war of 1914-18, the majority of the Kurds were
subject to Ottoman rule. It was natural, therefore, that the Allies
should favour the idea of Kurdish autonomy: an ideal embodied
in the Treaty of Sevres (1920), which provided for local autonomy
for the Kurds still to be left in Turkey, or, if they themselves
desired it, an independent state to include the Kurds of the
Mosul Vilayet, of which the disposal was still undecided. The
Treaty was never carried out, and was replaced in 1923 by that
of Lausanne, which said nothing" about a Kurdish State or about
aiitaaomy for Turkish Kurdistan. In the meantime, an Iraqi
Government under British Mandate had been established, and,
as it had been found impossible for economic and other reasons
to establish a separate govermuent for the Kurds of the Mosul
Vilayet, it had been decided to incorporate than in the unitary
State <rf Iraq. On the whole, the Kurds of the Mosul, Irbil and
Kirkuk regions accepted this, but those of Suiairoania did not-
fa 1933 they revolted under the leadership of Shaikh Mahmud
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